Landscapes Review - Update from LARA

The long awaited Government response to the Landscapes Review has now been
published. On the question of the use of motor vehicles on green roads the response
was as follows.

The government’s response reads: “The consultation shows many people feel strongly
about protecting green lanes, but it did not identify clear support for removing
vehicular rights. Therefore, we will not proceed with this proposal. We believe that
the current Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) process is legally robust enough to
protect green lanes with carefully targeted local action to protect sensitive areas
while allowing vehicle users to responsibly enjoy the countryside.”

This means that the threat of blanket legislation curtail motor vehicles use has
receded, for the remaining term of this particular government at least. It may
therefore offer an opportunity continue to work with government to create a
constructive and inclusive framework for managing and improving green roads,
although of late DEFRA’s commitment to this objective appears to have been waning.

In the longer term, we need to remain vigilant.



