
DVLA has implemented a major update to some of its vehicle registration 
policies, making it significantly easier for motoring enthusiasts to register 
repaired, restored and modified vehicles.

These changes are the culmination of extensive lobbying by LARA member 
organisations, including the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs and 
the Vintage Motor Cycle Club, with the support of the National Motorcyclists 
Council.

The new guidance reflects modern restoration methods and simplifies the 
registration process, helping owners of classic motors keep their vehicles on 
the road while ensuring safety and accurate records. 

Key changes include:

• like-for-like repairs and restorations will no longer require notification to 

DVLA, providing the vehicle’s appearance is the same as when it was 
originally manufactured and there are no changes to the log book (V5C)


• vehicles that have been subject to significant structural modifications 
will be able to keep their original Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) 
and registration number, but the registered keeper must notify DVLA of 
the changes


• vehicles that have been converted to electric will also be able to retain 
their original identity, but the registered keeper must notify DVLA of the 
changes.


